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The conjugal right is the important legal criterion that directly indicates and 
symbolizes the special value of the marital relationship, which constitutes or reflects 
the most basic content in the marital relationship. Countries and regions with different 
legal traditions may act quite differently on whether or not they should directly adopt 
the term of “conjugal right” in their laws. However, the conjugal right does exist in 
the marriage law of any country or region, and the judicial practice has also confirmed 
the existence of the conjugal right. Therefore, the article mainly bases on the basic 
theory of the marriage law and the current laws and regulations, probes into the 
relevant contents of the conjugal right, and further explores the issues of legal 
protection of the conjugal right. The article consists of the foreword, body and 
conclusion, and the body is divided into three chapters. 
The foreword starts with the historical development of the conjugal right and 
points out the real basis for presence of the conjugal right criteria, and the necessity 
for exploring the basic theory issues of the conjugal right at the current stage.  
The first chapter is the introduction to the conjugal right. It briefly introduces the 
different views on the conjugal right concept and further analyzes the legal 
characteristics of the conjugal right, and discusses intensively the private right nature 
and the establishment basis of the conjugal right. 
The second chapter is the content of the conjugal right. It divides the conjugal 
right into the legal content of the conjugal right and the content of the conjugal right 
suitable to be agreed on through consultation. 
The third chapter is the legal protection of the conjugal right. It briefly introduces 
the current status and the existing shortcomings in the protection of the conjugal right 
at the present stage in China, and further discusses the legal protection of the conjugal 
right with stress laid on the legal adjustment of the extramarital sexual acts through 
the marriage laws in China and foreign countries. 
The conclusion briefly reviews the writing of the paper and envisages the 
development outlook of the conjugal right. 
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